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AN acute water crisis in Brandfort
has seen two of the town’s busiest
pubhc health institutions operat-
ing without running water for the
past six months, putting the health
of both patients and staff at great
risk. : 4

Authorities at Vaalrock and Ma-
rantha clinics have been forced to
drastically reduce operating hours
0 institutions, in a desper-.
 try to lower the chances of
breaks.

k  Clinic in  Nomzamo
p normally opens its doors
ﬁgﬂs for 12 hours a day, while
Marantha C]Jmc is usu-

epting only emergency cas-

esand pregnant women after that —
a great inconvenience to thousands
of | e from the area who rely on
cs for health services.

-

. Staff at Qae dﬁmea d

s bei t:old they
oeuld not be attembd to because
there was no water in the wards.

“People have been turned away .

because nurses can’t operate with-
out water in the hospital,” said one

local resident, Teboho Maboe. He

added, “But we can’t blame the clin-
ics, but the mummpahty for poor wa-

ter supply.”
bed the

situation as critical but would not be

drawn to discuss the matter further,

rirnng questions to the imovmmal

artment of health that runs the

institutions.
Department

Witt said the water crisis was beyond

its control because providing water

at the clinics was the responsibility

of the Masilonyana Municipality.
“The problem is not with the
health department but with the mu-
nicipality,” said De Witt.
Municipal spokesperson Zongez-
ile Njwabule could not be reached

kesperson Elke de

e : -
Opposition Democratic Alliance
party legislator Patricia Kopane,
who recently visited the area, de-
scribed the situation as dire and a
gross violation of the health and hu-
man rights of Brandfort residents.
“That municipality cannot ensure
reliable water supply to the clinics,
and that has left the staff there not
able to deliver health services. This
has to do with poor mummpahty
‘management,” said Kopane.
She said Free State Premier Ace

Magashule promised in his state of -
~the province address that his ad-

ministration wquld continue the
rocess of “re eering” primary
ealth care m | the districts and

icipalities, but this was not hap-

municip.
pening. ] |

Kopane said: “He (Magashule)
said that there are plans this fi-
nancial year (to) expand primary

health care services, but the state of *

our municipalities is not up to stan- .
dard e 2




